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STATE WINKS AS
¦Criminal Ignorance Rcspon-

sible for Death of Our
Once Great Industry.

FQNGMRN ROB BEDS,
BUT NEVER PLANT

Only Hope of Rcviving Biipincss
Must Come With Brcaking

of Baylor Survey, and by
Cultivation.Vagabond

Flcet's Most Dis-
astrous Year.

BV n. *VV. MMPSON.
Ifipeclal From a Htaff Correaponlent.]

* T KWPOnT NEWS, VA.. March
IV I 24..Though admlttlng thnt
I ^k I tho oystr-r season whlch will
^ ^( closo Saturday on the pub¬

llc bottoms haH beon thc must
fllsastrous since tlio wlnter of 1885,
plnnters and tongmen are far apart
on tho vltal question whlch concerns
the future welfnre and protection of
ti great, btit vanlehlng Industry. Re-
malnlng here to the last wlth tho
hope of strlklng a neglected patch,
the vagabond fleet of negro oyster
boats holHted sails to-day and beat
out toward tho far lnlets of the bay.
never to return. They have strlpped
the beds as clean as a band of hungry
plckanlnnles would rob a blackberry
bush.

Neclleenee of Common wcnltlt.

Carrying coals to Newcastle was not
unllko the condltions revealed yes¬
terday. when a Connectlcut planter.
wlth a cargo of seed oysters, called
Into Hampton to sell them to local
planters who could not procure them
Bt home.

Thls may sound nnd seem rldlcu-
lous, and so lt ls, yet it merely s.erve.-i

to emphaslze the n.'gllKence of the
Commonwealth whlch has perniltted
theso thlngs to come to pass. Vlrglnla,
onco thc mother of tho Industry, must
huy seed from Connectlcut or Mary¬
land. or elsc dlscard Its vessels. Its
packlng houses and Its Invested
wealth.
The cause of this riistrcssing sltua¬

tion is not hard to find. The thou-
¦andfl of acres embraced ln what Is
known a« thc Baylor survey. to be
held by tlie Btatc for the benefit of
the entlre people. are the legltlmate
prey ol the tongmen. They can ln-
vnde these waters at will. pluck the
oysters from the rocks and sell them.
So gradual and steady has been thls
draln that the bede are empty. An
abomlnable laiv denles to every clt¬
lzen the right to plant and replcnlsh.
That ls thc story ln a word. Oysters
i-an no moro grow wlthout tho fos-
tering ald of the planter than one

i-rop of graln can voluntn.rily spring
from tlie fieldr. from whlch another
crop was harvested the autumn be¬
fore.

I.enrned From K.xperlence.
But tho tongmen have learned from

bltter oxporience that the oyster rocks
of the State havo at last reached
r period wbcro they will no longer.
yiold a livlng. ly->ng suffering and
hountlful have they beon. but con-
tlnuous and unremlttfng attacks by
man and r.aturo havo proved too much
for thelr once marvelous capaclty, and
llko tho camel that fell under thn
last strriw, they have glven up tho
uneciual battle. Oystermen in Vlr¬
glnla. pianters. paikors. tongers and
vessel owners have- expf-rlencod a ter-
rlblo yoar. The scarclty o< the flne
food produet has well-nigh rulned
many of them, wlth tho outlook for
another season moro discouraglng than
thal whlch ls dragglng on toward it:*
closo. Not many of those unfortunato.i
who have gono away will bo bold
enough to attempt to follow the buul-
ness agaln.

That this Inmentablo change should
como at a timo when tho laborlng man

pnrtlculatrly needs work Is deplorable,
but there had to be a day of rcckonlng
when the debt, created by years of
waste and extravagance, must be pald.
And moro pathetle than all Is tho fact
that tho General Assembly. because of
Ignorance, perhaps, has failed to pasa
laws by which thc Industry mlght be
savod.
Meanwhfle, approprlations have been

increased to guard the beds. but it is
not necessary to send guards here to
trall the pt rates. Plratea must seek
new quartera when thero Ls nothing to
steal. The only hope of salvation must
como from the breaklng of lho Baylor
Kurvoy, whlch will mean that beds may
bo leased to plnnters who will bring
thom back from poverty to affluence
and wealth.
A fulr and comprehensive Investiga¬

tlon will unquestionubly show thls
to be true. Oyster culture ls not
different from the> sclenco of land
farming; crops must bo oultlvated, and
ko must tho beds upon whlch tlio
llttle bivalvcs catch in microscoplcCorm, seeklng a hard substance above
lho mud nnd sund upon whlch they
can grow and gather strength. Tho
condltions hereabout aro the snme as
thoso prevnlllng ln the forests. Saw-
mlll peoplo have cut down the treci
wlthout plantlng others; tongers havo
f.ctually rpbbed theso waters,." with
the knowledge of tho State. without
roturnln.-; tho shells nnd scod to per-
Veluato tl.e supply.

lonilltions Hcvcnlcd.
Sent hero wlth the one instruotion to

go over lho grounds and flnd out the
truth, tlie wrlter spent two dnys ln a
cruisn around tho mouth of the James,
lho greatest seed-producing stream In
Vlrginia. To one who hH8 never sallcd
over these waters to study, thero is n
revclatlon ln storo. Along lho coast of
lho Jamos whero 1,000 crnft once p'ljedlu March, loss thnn 1U0 could bo soon.
thoy wero not worklng. They were
twlnging nt nnchor hard by the Innd
Wlth flags flutterlng from their must
heads. thus advertislng that they were
ln the market for seod. ln tho courso
pf a two day's journey thls correspon-
flent found three- tongmen and two
ilredgesw the latter worklng on plant-
*d ground Just outslde the survey.
Krom the aa.ooo acres of publlc

grounds ln tho James, free to th.i
tongers, hut dcnlod to the cultlvutor,
there ls not much of an output. Thls
Innd could bo leased for a prolltablo
sum, front $1 to ji an acro. It would
revlve tho old Industry, glve etnploy-

fContlnuod on Tenth Page.)

DENY THE SETTLEMENT
Douht Tlirown l:poii lleporleil Ailju»l-

menl of Tobacco Tronbl**.
CINCINNATT, OHIO, Mnrch 21..

Whlle lhe rnported agreement betweon
the Amerlcan Tobacco Company and
the cxoctitlve commlttee of tho Soclety
of Equity Is denled by Ciarence Ri
LobUsj and G. A. Brooks, respectlvcly
presldent nnd socretary of the White
Burley Tobacco Board of Control of
the Soclety of Kqulty, lt Is neverthohns
claimed to bo nuthentlc by other mem¬
bers of the Amerlcan Soclety of
Kqulty, Mr. I.cbus, who to-nlght ls ln
lyjulsville, over Ihe telephone stated
that the reported settlement ls not
true, and wns made of the whole cloth.

It ls claimed hero that the executlve
of the Soclety of Equity recelved from
the Amerlcan Tobacco Company head¬
quarters ln New York a propositlon
that tlm company would buy the lflO«i
and 1007 crops at 1C nnd IS cents per
pound, respectlvcly, and thnt ln vlew
of thelr determlnatlon to ralse no crop
thls year thc commlttee was sworn tO
secreey. The report by many poople,
who claim to be acqualnled wlth the
Sltuation, Is dlserodlted because of the
fact that the White Burley Board of
Control have heretofore only asked 1.1
cents per pound for both the crop of
1905 and 1907, but lt Is -claimed that
thls is accounted for by the agreement
to enrry out the "no crop for 1908"
ldea as part of thn consldcratlon to the
Amerli-an Tobacco Company. Tln
ngreenioiit as reported only affects the
white burley dlstricts, and has no re¬
latlon to the dark tobacco dlstricts. In
whlch most of the nlght-rldlng out-
rages have taken place.

TO END NIGHT-RIDING
Kentucky CroTrcrH nnd Trunl rtench
ABrcciiiMil Whlcli Will End Warfaro,
CINCINNATl, O.. March 24..An end

to tlio night ridlng ln thc Kentucky
white burley dlstrlct has been brotiRht
about through a formal agreement
reached between the Amerlcan Tobnc-
co Company and the executlve com¬
mlttee of the Soclety of Equity in a
conference at Wlnchester. Ky., yes¬
terday. accordlng to apparently au-
thorltatlve statemonts made here to-
day by members of the Amerlcan So¬
clety of Equity.
Nearly il 1,000,000 and lhe purchase

of the ontlre crops of 190fj and 1907
on the one slde, and no pla"ntlng of a
crop for tho year 1908 on the other, are
polnts in the agreement.
Word ls said to have heen recelved

by thc legislatlve commltteo of the
Society of Equity on Monday after¬
noon from headquarters of the Amer.
ican Tobacco Company In New York
that the companv would buy the 190fi
and 1907, crops at 16 and 1?" cents per
pound. rc«p»rtlvely. The commlttee
was. sworn to secreey. and the report
has been offlcially denled, but Is nev-
ertheless declared to be authentic. The
two-year crop aggrcgates about 80.-
000.000 pounds of leaf now ln store In
varlous warehouses and private barns
through .he white burley dlstrlct. Ac¬
cordlng io the reported terms of the
agreement, the company will com-»
mence to take over the blg purchase
Immedlately, and huyers in' Kentucky
wlli probably refcelv? notice by to-mor¬
row. The renson for secreey by the
soclety lay ln Its determlnatlon not to
ralse any crop thls year. Before ad-
journing the executlve commlttee
adopted resolution:- condemnlng the
nlght rlders and disavowlng any re-
sponsfbillty for them.
A promlnent member of the societyin conflrmlng the agreement to-dav.

said: "It ls all settled. The cruel
war is over, and wc havo won. There
wlli bc -io more night ridlng or vlo¬
lence. but there will be no 190S cropof tobacco. Thc Amerlcan Tobacco
Company has ngreed to buy all tho
pooled leaf of the 1906 and 1907 cropsand will pay nearly $14,000,000 forlt. We
have prevalled In the/Just light. and
are now aonfldcnt that the farmer and
renter can ralse tobacco and havo
some money at the end of the season
after paylng the grocery bllls.

SURPRISED AT PRICE
l.oulHillle OeiilerB Question llcport
Tlint Amerlcan Will Huy tbe Crop.
LOUISVILE1-;. KY. .March 24..News

that an agreement had been reached
between the Amerlcan Tobacco Cor
pany and the Society of Equity was
recelved on the tobacco breaks here
to-day wlth surprise and Incredullty.The purported settlement prlce was all
the more surprislng because all tho
Burley growers expected to receive
was 15 cents for tho two crops, whlch
tho Amerlcan Tobacco Company ro-
fused some tlme ago to pay.
The light or Burley tobacco district

covers flfty-flve countles in Kentuckv,
sevoral in Ohio, und two or tliree t'n
Wost Virginia. Tho reglon in Ken¬
tucky is In tho northern nnd centrai
part of the Stnte. Thls district is the
only place iu the world whero thlsclass of tobacco is grown. The weed is
used in the maiitifaeturo of the flner
grades of both chewing and srnokliiKtobacco.
Tho dark tobacco -dlstrlct ombracesfourteen countles In Western Kan-

t-iky and several iu Tonnessoe. Theproduet of this district ls nearly nlltaken for export.

APPEAL T0 THE PRESIDENT
I.i-ndliiK Men IVlitlon Hlm for Federnl

Aitl in Denllnc; Wltli Xlglit-BluYrs.
LEXINGTON, KY. March 2 1..The

falluro on tho part of the State au-
thorltles to run down porpetrators of
outrages commltted by "nlght-rldors"
culmlnated to-day In n dlree't uppoal tu
the Presldent of the Utiited States lor
Federal Interforence ln Kentuckyln the form of a petltion prepared byleading mon of Lexington nnd Centrai
Kentucky, whlch ls being set Into cir¬
culation throughout thc clty. Tho po-tltloners nre aware that tho President
can take no action unless the Governor
so roquests, but they say It Is their
purpose by thls means to bring tho
two cxeoutlves togother ln the matter.

Pohmc lo linn Them Down.
NASHVIEL'.;, Tli'NN.. Murch 24..Eol-

lowlng an InvestUatkn of condltions in
Montgomery county. tho c ntro of the
dark tobiicco dlstrlct, where reodntlynlght-i-ldci-s hnve be?n active, Gov¬
ernor I'atterson to-day Issued orders
tor a posso of fci-tv men to he statlonedat Clarksvlllo. The posse will hi un¬der command of Colonel Gracy Chlld¬
ers, who commanded ii Tenuisson regl-
n'e'N. '"the Phlllpplnes during theSpuulsh XX n\: nnd will ho hold ln rendl-
iics.s to act wlth tho sherlff andjudge of thc Criminal Court to pre¬serve peace.

HAVE N0 MORE SALOONS
Those In (.'onlouKvllle Will be Closed

spe ;iiii to 'i no Times-iiiipatolin
GOKIiONSVIEI.E, VA. March 24_ln

tho Clrcult Court ot' Orange county,
now in sesslon, Judgo D. A. Gilmsley
prosldlng, llcenso for the snle "gf whis¬
key In Ciordonsvllle was refused.
There aro throo rotall nntl one wholo-

snln saloon hore, whlch will havo to
close tholr doors on May lst-

TO TJOP BILL
Plan to Give Aldricli Meas¬

ure Right of Way Until
Disposcd Of.

ALL OF OUR INDTJSTRIES
CONTROLLED BY A FEW

Mr. La Follette, Concluding His
Opposition to Pending Bill,

Declares That Less Than
ioo Mch, Whose Names

Ile Gives, Dominatc
Our Affairs.

WASHINGTON*. D. C. March
24..Upon the conelusion of
Senator La ETolIette's speech
on the Aldrlch currency blll
ln thc Senate to-day, a plan

was declded upon by whlch Senator
Aldrlch wlll to-morrow move to take
up the blll and continue Its eonsider¬
ation untll lt has been dlspose_"of.

Mr. Aldrlch also asked for unanlmous
conscnt to take up the blll to-morrow
and to dlspose of It befor* adjourn-
ment Thursday. but to that proposltlon
Senator La Follette objectod on the
ground that ho feared debate would
be curtalled by such a procedure.
The colloquy whlch resulted In thls

annoiincement followed the conelusion
of the thlrd and last Instalment of
Senator La Follette's speech ln oppo¬
sitlon to the Aldricli bill. He spoke
for two hours. Kesumlng hls speech
Mr. La Follette declared that hls state¬
ment that the lndustrles of thls coun¬

try were controlled by less than one
hundred men had been attacked as
sensatlonal.
Declarlng that such was not the

case, he sald that he had been "too
-onservailre, and that, ln fact, a much
smaller numbor of men domlnated the
lndustrles. Along wlth thln enormous
Increase ln trust power has gone a
steady process of centrallzatlon ln tho
control of that power, untll now the
entire sltu-nlon ls domlnated by tho
Standard Oll-Morgan comblnatlon," he
declared.

It.i.-kcfeller and Morgran.
"Thn old llghts between these two

great powers havo been laid aside. Mr.
Morgan's picture adorns the wall of
the lnner room of the Rockefellers at
26 Broadway.

"In combinatlon to-day they are
working together to gather ln the
smaller powers. Mr. Hlll has beei:
taught that li» must not oppose tho
blg ones. Standard 011 has got ln
on the Great Northern ore deal. The
Gould interests aro being swallowed up
by tho combine. Morso and Helnze
were neatly pocketed durlng the recent
panlc. The smeltor trust was glven
a drubblng and started ln the samo dl¬
rectlon. The Vanderbllts can no longer
retaln thelr lmportant control, and
themselves see thc handwrlting on the
wall."
The Senator quoted John Moody to

show an onormous growth ln trust
consolldatlon and capitalizatlon ln
four years. In 19CU Mr. Moody placed
Iho capltall_atlon of the industrlal
franchlses and railroad trusts at over
$..'0.0*11.000.000. That amount liad ln¬
creased more than $11,000,000,000, or
more than 55 per cent. Tho $"1,000,-
1100.000, ho said, ald not represent tho
tlnanclal coinblnatlons, banks, trust
and Insurance companies.

Depciv In the 1.1*1.
Mr. La Follette.'i-ead several llsts of

omineut flnancle'rs, to whom he accord-
ed varlous degrees of power ln the
control of iridustries. He included Sen¬
ator Uepew. of New York. as among
those who exerclses large power and
held many dlreetorships in the form
of delegated power cxereised by them
in a mere ropresentativo capaclty. *Mr.
Depew was in his seat, and general
laughter followed.
Mr. La Follette named as next after

Morgan ..and the Rockefellers a groupof fourteen men, who. he sald, were "blg
operators, and men of large power and
interests in thelr own rights."
Theso men, he said. flnd thelr best

interests "ln working in harmony wlth
Morgan and Standard Oil."
No combinatlon which they could

form among themselves or wlth others
could copo with that power, he de¬
clared. In this list of fourteen ho
placed tho followlng men:
W. K. Vanderbilt, E. H. Harriman,
A. Belmont, Thos. F. Ryan,
Fred. Wyerhauser, Louls S. Swlft,
Henry C. Kiick, John .1. Astor,
.1. Ogden Armour,.Iames Speyer,
Geo. J. Gould, James J. Hlll,
Jacob Schiff, XV. 11. Moore,

Stars of I.CMNor .Mngiiltiiclc.
A second class of mon In the list

woro tlie "sturs of lesser magnltude."
but men of wealth and powor who
work In wlth tho comblno, and a few
of the hlgher rank of attorneys and

(Contlnued on Thlrd Page.)

"wTll visit china, too'
C'abliict DccldcH lo Aecopl lnvltulion.

Thln to bo Last Call,
WASHINGTON, D. C, Mnrch 94..

The battleshlp fleet wlll vlslt China
a.s well as Austrlnlia und .Japan and
will bn homo on Wnshlngton's birth¬
day, so that Prosldent Roosevelt may
partlclpnte In tho welcome before hls
retlrcment from. offlce '.en days later.

ln deoldlng at the Cablnet meetlng
to-day to accept Ihe lnvltatlon extend¬
ed b.v China, It was ulso doolded that
tho program foi" social cnlln hml boen
fllled, aml lhat nll othor Invltntlons,
-hould any ho. OXtOllded, would he do-
cllned wlth tippi'oclatloii nml regret*
ful "tluinks." An enrllor dnparturo
than at flrst contoniplated from San
Francisco Is belng contoniplated ln
eonsoquenee of the extended Itinerary.
Thls, however, wlll depond upon the re.
palrs necessary when tho shlps reach
that port.
Admlrad Kvans reported to-dny thnt

splendid progress was belng made ln
tlu; target practlce al Magdalenii. Hay.
Nlne of the shlps havo already com-
plated tlielr .vork. Thoso nro tho
.Miiliic. Alnliniiiu, Illinols, Geoi-p.la,
Loulshinii, Mlnneaota, Ohlo, Kentucky
and I'onrsurgc.
Tho Chinese lnvltatlon, whlch wus

accepted to-dny, coinos from tho min¬
ister ot' forelgn uffalrs ln Pokin
throui_.li Mr. Wu.

5T
Horrible Double Crime at Nut-

bush, on the Virginian
Raihvay.

MR. WOOD DEALT BLOW;
TORCH SET TO HIS BODY

Evidently Work of Thievcs, Who
Pottr Keroscne Over thc
Floor and on Clothing of

Their Victim, Who
Is Left to Bc
Cremated.

M
f Spoclal to The Time.-DI«p»tch.'
KHKRRIN, VA.. March 24..
Mr. John Thomas Wood, a

young merchant. at Nutbush.
on tho Virginian Railway, a
few mlles from' here, was

nurdered In hls store last night and
ils body, the clothlng on whlch was

'-turated wlth kerosens, was left to
50 cremated ln the building to whlch
:he torch was applied.

It was only by the determlncd ef¬

forts of the young man's father, who.
lot deterred by the flames roarlng
tround hlm. dragged tho Ufoless body
out of tho flre, whlch had already
".urned nearly all of hls clothlng. Care-
ful Investigation leads to the bellef
that one or more burglars entered the
itoro for tho purpose of robbery, and
Findlng tho proprietor there. and yet
asleep, bralned hlm wlth an ax, and
after taking what they wanted, pour-
od several gallons of oll over hls body
ind on the floor, applied the match, and
departed.

Frlenda Had .lust Left.
The series of crlmes occurred short¬

ly before 1 o'clock last nlght, but the
news was not brought here untll this
morning. Tho store ls only sltuated
¦> few hundred yards from the dwell¬
ing of Mr. nnd Mr*. J- M- "Wood. and
last night several of the foremen of
the track.laylng force were wlth Mr.
Wood and spent several hours ln a
social gamo of cards, leavlng about 10
o'clock. Thlrty minutes later they
saw from thelr cars, statloned only a
3hort dlstance from the store. that
the building was on flre. They hurried
to the scene and also notlfled Mr.
Wood, Sr., who llkewlse ran to the
building. An ax was found Just on
the outside, and wlthout attempting
to open ".he door with their hands, a
blow from thf. ax forced the door open.
A cup used for oil waff fourd nenr
the door on the inside. and the oll
tank, whi-h contalned about flve gal-
Icns of oil, -was empty and tho entire
building Inslde was afire. The odor
of oll was so strong that there soem-
_d no doubt but that the entiro con-
tents of the barret had been poured
on the floor and the building flred. af¬
ter the persons, undoubtedly bent on
robbery, nad folled thelr victim wlth
the ax found on the outside, and taken
what they wanted and departed.

Flnd Hls Body.
As soon as the door was oponed the

body of young Wood was located ln
:ho rear of the building. and the father
made hls way througli thc centre of
the building to tho spot where tho
DOdy lay, and at great risk pulled lt
from the firo. Life was already ex-
:inct. A hurried examination Indlcated
that the young man had not retired, as
-ome portlons of hls clothing were not
burnt off. and he was found In tho
roar end of the building. where ho
usually kept his gun. and hls gun was
ocated on hls bed near tho front of the
hulldlng. The top of his head was
¦rushed. He was taken to the home.
.vh.'ie hls mother and father are grief-trlcken.
An examination of tho bodv to-dayshowed that tho hoad had been crush-

ed from the blow wlth the ax, and
that one ann had been broken, It la
iiipposed that tho ann was held up ln
;elf-defense when broken.

Hnd Hrpn Robued Ilefore.
Mr. Wood had only conducted busl¬

ness for the past two years, and slnce
!ie commenced his store had been onter-*d on two occaslons beforo and robbedof good sums of money, as well as
goods. During ono of these former
¦obberies an attempt was mado to flrethe building whllo Mr. Wood was at
supper. For this reason he declded
:o remaln in the store at night. S'o far
is known Mr. Wood had no enemles.An Inquest was held this afternoonind the verdict returned was that MrU'ood camo to his dcnth at the hands">f some person or persons unknownrhoro i.s no susplcion nttaohed to any3lie, hut vlgorous efforts will be mado
lo brlng the murderer and robber tolustlce.
Mr. Wood was only about twenty-onoyoars of 'igo, bolng ono of tho most

popular young mon In thls section. Iica-raduated from Massey's Buslness Col¬lege only a few years ago, and slncelias made hls home ln Richmond, andivas cmployed by tho Lunenburg Lum¬ber, Company up to the tlmo ho openedbusiness near hero for liimKclf.

TRAMP KILLS CONDUCTOR
Hobo Aliio llc'celvea Wound Reported

lo Have Proved 1'nlnl.
AUGUSTA, GA., Mnrch .4..Conduc¬

tor (,'. p. Swlnk, ln chargo of a com¬
binatlon traln between Anderson nn.i
AlcCormlck. S. C, on the Charleston
nnd Western Carolina Rallroad, was
shot to death this afternoon nearLowridesvllle b.v a tramp named Brock.
Swlnk cauglit Brock beatlng a. rldo, lt
is said, and forced hlm to pny faro' to
Calliotin Falls. Brock got off tho train
and began nbusiug Swlnk. Swlnk
struck at tlie tramp, who drow a re¬
volver and flrod ono shot, the bul¬
let penetratlng Swjnk's hoart. Though
fatally wounded. Swlnk flred two shots
al tho tramp, ono bullet Infllctlng a
serlous wound,
Brock wa.s captured and taken to

tlie Abbevlllo jnll where II. is reported
ho dif-a to-nlght of hls woun.l.

Sonntol IVurn*.' Very IJ|,
PrtlLAPELPniA. PA., Maroh 24,.

l.'nlt.'d States Sonator Bolso Penrose,
who ls 111 at homo hero, was reported
to ho In nn exlreinely serlous condi¬
tion. Ii -va-' stated by lils physlcians
lnto to-nlght thnt hln tomporaturo wns
lower. hut lhat uilierwise there was no

liiiprov.nu'iil,

WEATHER

Fair and somewhat cooler.

BLACKSTONE CASE

Nobody Seems to Know What
Method of Procedure Will

Be Adopted To-day.

BILLS ON CALENDAR
MAY BE CONSIDERED

Strong Effort t0 Be Made to Take
Up Unfinished Business, but
Opposition Will Be Very

Great.Many Want
Seat on the

Bench.

AFTER a recess of nearly three
weeks the two houses of the
General Assembly wlli recon-
vene at noon to-day, and
though the sesslon was ex-

tended prlmarily ln order to com¬

plete constituttonally and legally tho
trlal of Judge J. W. O. Blackstone, of
Accomac, charged wlth gross lmmor.il-
Ity, thoro are now strong lndlcatlons
that other business will be transacted.
Members of both branches poured

Into the clty yesterday and last night,
nnd it Ib practlcally certain that a

quorum will bo present on each when
tho presldlng ofllcers .all to order.
ijleutenant-Governor EllysOn resldcs
here, ancl is. of course, on the ground.
Speakor Byrd camo in last nlght, and la
ready for business. Mr. John XV. Wll¬
llams, clerk of tho House. Is still ln-
dlsposed, but he will probably be able
to appear at his post to-day. Clerk of
the Senato Marshall B. Booker, of
Ilalifax, who has spent much of the
recess looking after hls legal business
In Houston and South Bostou, camo ln
on Monday nlght and was at hls ofllce
durlng tho greater part of yesterday
arranglng for tho reassembllng of the
Sonate.

Will Arrive To-dny.
Judge Blackstono had not arrlved ln

tho clty last nlght, but ho ls expected
here thls morning lf hls physlcal con¬
dition is such as to permlt hlm to
travol. No one seemed able to speak
deflnitely upon thls polnt. though it
Is known that tho judge's brother. Mr.
Thomas Blackstone, went over from
Accomac yesterday and jolned hlm at
Newport News. They will probably
come by an early traln thls mornlng.
Further than the frequent declaratlons
made from tlme to tlme by Judge
Blackstone that he expects to fight his
case out on every point known to tlie
law. there ls nothlng to indlcate hls
course before the Leglslature. The
sltuation wlli most llkely be elarifled
wlth hls arrlval ln the clty to-day.
When the two houses are recon-

vened the flrst business ln order
will be tho report.* of the two com-
mlttees for Courts of Justice, to which
the Blackstone matter was referred
before adjournment. What turn .mat¬
ters will then take no ono seems able
to foretell. It may be that the com-
mlttees will ask for further tlmo, aml
lf so, the maln bodles will elther take
a recess or go on wlth other bus¬
iness.

No Report Rondy.
The reports in the two houses to-

day will be to the effect that the com-
mlttces have no report to make, be¬
cause thoy have recelved no cornmunl-
cation from Judge Blackstone. He has
mado no answer to the notice served
upon hlm. though ho formally acknowl¬
edged the servlce. Whether he will
flle a wrltten answer, as did Judgo C.
J. Campbell In tho Amherst case. or
whether he will ask to bo allowed to
appear In person or by counsel Is not
known to any one here, and nothlng
can be determined until he Is deflnite¬
ly heard from. Thoro aro two vlews of
the matter ln the Leglslature, and
they will both dovelop to-day. One is
that a vota should be taken at once on
the resolutlons to remove, and the
othor ls to glve the accused judge all
the timo he may doslre wlthln reason¬
able bounds to defend himself furchci'.
Jjively debatos are expected ln both
branches before any deflnlte llne of
actlon ls determlnod upon.

Mny I'nss More Bllls.
Whatever may be the procedure wlth

reference to the Blackstono case, how¬
ever, It Is almost certain that resolu¬
tlons will be offered ln both houses to-
day providing thnt bllls loft over at
the recent sesslon bo taken up and
acted upon.
Such a resolution will bo oarnestly

advocated and. vlgorously opposed, and
it will furnish enough dlsngroement
to consume one dny ln debate at lenst.
Many of the leadors are opposed to
taking up anything oxcopt the Black¬
stone matter, but there are so many
bllls In whlch mombors are Interested
that tho bars will probably come down.

If so. tho Assembly may stay here
durlng the romalnder of the oxtendod
sesslon. whlch will oxplro by llmitatlon
on Aprll 6th. There aro thlrty-sevon
House bllls on the Senato calendar. and
many Senators hope they will get n
chance to pass some of them. Tho
House calendar Is also congested. Tho
iipshot of It all is going to bo tho
transactlon of other business unless lt
can be demonstraled that the Black¬
stono matter can bo dlsposed of in a
few days. If thls caso holds tho law-
inakers for moro than a weok thoy
aro almost certain to pass some of tho
left ovor bllls, as many of them are
snying that lf thoy have to stay ln
sesslon they mlght as well work.

< niiilliltiu-M nt Work.
Arriylng on thc samo tralns wlth tho

leglslators from the Tidewater sectlon
of tho State yesterday and last nlght
o.-uiie many candidates to succeed Jiulgn
Blackstone, nnd they woro aooompnnioi]
by warrri supporars, who prosontod
thelr respeotlve clnlms In the lobblcs
wlth great enrnostness.

.Mr. Otho I'". Mears, of Northampton,
Is nt Murphy's. He Is a strong candi¬
date, nnd his frlends claim that. ho ls
a wlnner. Senator Ben T. Gunter, of
Acconiuc, howovor, who ls a strong
supportor of llon. N. lt. Wescott, of
that county. will not ooncolo that hls
favorite ls n losor. Indeod, ho appears
to bn confldout lhat ho will win. It
looks ni lf lhe battle ls between
Mcsm-. Woscolt nnd Mears, nnd thut
Messrs, Motitaguo, Robliison, PhUUps
und N'olms will havo i-onsldorablo
Stt'Ollgth.
The caucus to naihe u buocossqi' iq

ludge Bliu-kHtoiie ls, of courso, a inii't-
tor to bo consldorod only aftor lho
latter's removal, whlch mny not tako
plaoe lor sow*1 tlmu.

SHOOTS THE SHERIFF DOWN
Mtirdrrer, f'lven Pcrnilxslon to Oet
Wntcr, Gelii nifle, nnd Alnin Well.
HELENA. MONT.. March 21..Sheriff

JARl-_ Webb, of Yollowstono county,
was shot. and kllled to-dny nt Mus'cll-
sholl. about slx mlles from Bllltngs,
by Willlam Byckfound, wantod ln Wyo-
mltig on a chargo of horse-stoallng.
Slierlff Wobb located Byckfound last
nlght and to-day put hlm uifder ar¬
rest. .

Th_y wero about to start ovorland to
Bllllngs, when Byckfound asked per-
mlsslon to go to tho camp wagon to
get a drlnk. It wns glven and Byck¬
found got Into tho wagon. In the
wagon was a rlflo, and before tho
sheriff reallzod hls danger, Byckfound
shot, tho sheriff dylng almost lnstantly.
Tho murderer -.scapod, but several
posses of cowboys arn in pursult.

GOVERNOR GUILD BETTER
Improvement Nnt Mnrltoil, but Very

G-rntlfylng.Swnnnon's McMHngo,
BOSTON, MASS,, March 24..Up to a

late hour to-nlght Governor Curtls
Gulld contlnued to rest easlly and to*
hold the ground he galned In tho morn¬

ing. Tho Improvement has not been
great, but hls condition to-day has
so'mowhat dlspelled the gloom whlch
prevallcd throughout the clty yester¬
day.

Senntor Tlllmnn Ilettcr.

AUGUSTA, GA., March 24..Informa¬
tlon from Trenton to-nlght ls that
Senator TUlman's condition ls some-
what Improved. Ho ls restlng well
and ls galnlng strength.

STEVENS'S CONDITION SERI0US
Chanccn In Fnvor of Hln Recovery, But

Thls yot Ccrtnln.
SAX FRANCISCO. CAL, March 24..

Durham W. litevens, tho forelgn ad-
vlser to the Korean government nt
Seoul. who was shot and serlously
wounded by a Korean at the Ferry
statlon ln thls clty yesterday morning.
ls restlng easlly at the *<t. Francls
Hospltal, on Callfornla Street, but he
has not yet boen pronouncod out of
danger. His temperature contlnues
normal and hls resplratlon remains
good.
Whlle tho attendlng surgeons pro-

fessed to bo moro than satlsfied wlth
Mr. Stevens's condition, symptoms havo
developed, lt was stated, whlch lndl-
cate that ono of the hullots from ihe
would-be assassin's revolver had near¬
ly penetrated the lung cavlty. A con-
sultation of surge.ons was held thls af¬
ternoon, at whlch lt was doclded to
inake an X-ray examination of tho
wounds to-morrow to locato tha bul-
lets.

DRURY LANE BURNED
One of the Mo*t Fmiinim Thentres In

l.oiiili.ii I'rnctleally Destroyed.
LON'DON. Marcli IM..Drury Lane

Theatre, one of the most famous ln
London. was practically destroyed by
flre early thls morning. The wholo
Interlor of the theatre was destroyed,
and the outsldo walls were hadly dam¬
aged. The flames wero flrst discover¬
ed ubout 4 o'clock In the morning
burstlng from the wlndows of the
hulldlng. It was then too lato to savo
tho structure, whlch burnod flercelv,
desplto all the efforts of the flre
brigade. Thero waa no loss of life.
Tlie theatre had been closed slnce the
pantomime season onded. It would
havo been opened on April 18th. The
orlgln of the flre ls unknown.
Drury Lane Theatre was first. opened

in 1 «!>:*. burnod In 1672 nnd reopened
Jn 167.4 wltll address by Dryden, who
oxtollod Its advantages In locatlon. Tho
burnlng of tho thlrd theatre on the
slte took placo Fobrunry 24, 1809. It
wus in tho famous Drury Lane that
Gnrrlck, Kenn. tho Kembles and Mrs.
Sid.lons used to act. *

Accordlng to later reports, the tlre
was less serlous than at flrst sup-posed. The stago nnd scenerv were
entlrely destroyed. but tho caretaker
sticcoeded In lowering the llre-proofcurtain, and in thls way iho audlto-
riiini was saved from complete de-
structlon.

DUKE 0F DEVONSHIRE
Death of Dlstlugiil-hed Stnt-ainan Who

Had Boon Guest In A'lrgluln.
[Sppclal to Thn Tlmes-Dlspatch.1

CANNES. ,Maroli 24..Spencer Comp-
tom Cavendlsh, elghth Duko of Devon-
shlre, died here to-day of heart failure.
Ho was born on July 23, 1S3.1.
Many Vlrglnlans wlll romember tho

Duko of Devonshlre, who as Lord
Ilartlngton, visited tho headquarters of
General Stonowall Jackson at Moss
Neck, on tho Rappahannock Rlver,
nfter tha battlo of Fredericksburg.
Tho young Engllshman had as hls tra-
vellng companlon Colonel Leslle, of
tho Engllsh Army. and tho two proved
to be most pleasant guests.
Lord Ilartlngton wltnossed a great

roview of tho Confedorato forces on
tho holghts back of Fredericksburg,
and spont a week or moro ln riding
about wlth the young offlcors vlslt¬
ing tho *_oung ladtos of tho neighbor-
hood, to whom he mado hlmself most
agroeablo.

FLEES FROM BLACK HAND
ltlcli Itiiliiin Ilnnkcr Forced to Close

I'u nml Eic'nve,
NEW YORK. March 24,.A malevo-

leut plot relentlossly worked out by
mombers of tho Black Maud, doclaro
tho police iu detlance of tho authorltlos
prosslng hurd upon thelr trail, endod
dramatlcally to-day in a run of depos-
Itors nud the suspensloli of tlio bank
of Hasqualo Patl, an Itallan banker on
Ellzabeth Streot. nnd his flight from
tho clty In fear of death threatened
by tho Black Hand becauso hn re¬
cently shot nnd kllled Francesco Polie-
to, one of thoir alleged mombers, who
hnd domnn.led monoy, undor the pain
of kllling the banker nnd famllv.
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Iilii.il.-M Si-liulnr Drowned.
OXFORD, EN'G., Murch 24..Ralph

C. Many, a Bhodes scholar, from Now
Orleans, La. at Oxford, was washed
off the rocks anil drowned at Port
Isuac, Cornwall, to-dny.

Virginian Has Record
For Eating Eggs

Editor of The Tllilo»-DU|>ntolil
Slr,.I su.v where Mr. i.rlfllu

elnlineil to linvo oatell elgbtet-u enr,.i
ut one nii'iil, nud clnlmt-.l cfc.it i lirokt*
tlie record.

nir. 10. S, (irn.v, of Whlte I'IiiIiin.
Yii.i ali- nt ( i-lchtiin, \'n,, ".nuie
tlme uko lltfty-l.vu ciig.i ln thlrly
luluutc., nml Niiiiie dnyx nfter (lint
he uie flfty ln l.iiwiciioi'vMlc. Vn.,
lu ¦¦ lue iniiiiili m. und as nooii ut* he
IliilMlieil I..I.I the boy lo hltili Ihe
horse, ua IiIm .ilfe .vould luive dlu-
ner ready _oon, nnd lie ivuutod to he
ihere. Yours very truly,

II. 1). l'E\MM'TO.\.
llrodiiuv, *.u.

BRYAN HERE FOR
1

Will Speak at City Audito
rium as Guest of the
General Assembly.

TO HOLD RECEPTION
AT CAPITOL TO-DAT

Legislative Committee Complete*
All Plans, Hall Being Open

anrl Free.Great Demand
for Tickets from
Out-of-Town

Folk.

HERE to-day as tha guest of ths
General Assembly of Vlrglnla,
Wllliam Jonnlngs Bryan, whd
will carry the hopes of th*
Democratic masses ln thc

presldcntlal electlon ln November, will
dellver at the Clty Auditorlum to-
nlght an nddross. whlch may thrlll
that element of tha party ready to
follow hlm to vlctory or a thlrd defeat.
Thero Is no Indlcatlon as to what llne
of thought Mr. Bryan will pursue, but
lt Is unquestlonably true that hls vlslt-
wlll attract more wldespread Interest
than hls roccnt appearance at the Vir¬
ginia Stato Falr.
With doors open and seats free to

all, tho attondanco 'to-nlght will he
llmlted onty by the capaclty of th«
great hall In whlch he will speak.

Lieutenant-Governor Ellyson will
preside. Governor Swanson will brief-
ly Introduce the guest of honor, thcrt
will bo a flurry from the band and a
storm of applause as tho man from
Nebraska responds to the greetlngs.

To Hold Reception To-Day.
Owlng to the carly hour nt whlcli

Mr. Bryan will arrlvo thls mornlng. li
was declded yesterday that only the
Oovernor should meet hlm at the traln
and escort hlm to the Executlve Man-
slon. Tho legislatlve commlttee, ap¬
polnted to receive and entertain hlm,
will bo formally lntroduced later ln
the day. There will be an lnformal
reception at the Capltol ln the fore-
nooii. The Lieutenant-Governor wlli
be Mr. Bryan's host at luncheon. and
lu thc afternoon he will drlve about
thc clty or rest before hls appearance
to-nlght.
There was a rush yesterday for tlie

few seats whlcli have been reserved.
As but threo tlckets are allowed to
each member of thc Oeneral Assembly
It was Imposslblo for them to grant all
requests. Therefore tlie crowd must
accept such accommodatlons as It can
flnd. The doors will open at 7 o'clock.
After a day of much speech-maklng,

Mr. Bryan left Cllfton Forge last night
for Richmond. He went to that clty
from Lexington, vla Staunton. watch-
ed publlc. school puplls drlll. talked to
them and then rounded off hls stay
with a political speech ln the evenlng.
Hls future plans have not heen an¬
nounced. It ls not known. therefore,
whether he will spend the night here.

BRYAN AT CLIFT0N FORGE
Spruds Dny There, Aildrenae* School-

« Iii lil iv n anrt Spcnks nt Nlght.
rspeclal to The Timeii-Dispatch.]

CLIFTON FORGE. VA., March 24..
Hon. Wllliam J. Bryan, of Nebraska
arrlved here this mornlng from Lex¬
ington, Va., where on yesterday he
dellvered two stlrring addresses. Mr.
Bryan left Lexington at l A. M., trav?l-
ed vla Staunton. nnd arrlved here at
9 o'clock. At all the statlons he passed
after daylight there wero many people
presont to get a gllmpse of the Demo¬
cratic leader.
Mr. Bryan made hls headquarters al

Glailys Inni and aftor dlnner was taken
for a drlve through the prlncipal streets
of thc clty. At 2 o'clock Mr. Bryan
was escorted by a commltteo to the
new publlc school buildlng, where ha
was recelved by the clty school board.
tho toachers and puplls. He wltnessed
the children march in and out of tho
buildlng. about 700 in number, after
whlch thoy reassembled and had tha
pleasure of Ustenlng to a speech by
Mr. Bryan, ln whlch he Impressed upon
them the Importance of socurlng an

educatlon. Hls remarks to tho chil¬
dren were liborally applauded.
When tho drlvo was over. Mr. Bryan

cxpressod himself., as highly pleased
wlth tho beautlful streams and moun-
tain sconery adjacent to this place.
When asked for an expresslon on tlm
political condltions, tho Nebraskan
declined to talk. nnd he would say
nothing regarditig Vlrglnla politics.
To-nlght ln tho Masonic Opera

House, Mr. Bryan was groeted by a

largo audlence. The alstlngulshed
visitor wns lntroduced by George 0.
Greone, edltor of lhe Dally Revlew,
who. for a year or moro has endeavor-
ed to socuro tho presence of Mr. Bryan
ln Cllfton Forge. Tho applause that
greeted Mr. Bryan's flrst appearance
beforo tho audlence was ronuwed when
ho aroso to speak and wns as flatter-
Ing as nnv man could wlsh. He lost
no tlmo iii socurlng the attention of
hls audlence and hold It tor fully two
hours. Ho touched frequently on cur¬
rent events, and hls remarks nnd
humorous darts weroloudly applauded,
Mr. Bryan left at mldnight for Rich¬
mond.

BRYAN TO GET VOTE
North llnkotn Expected ti> ludocse

Urynn nt C'oiiveutlon To-Duy.
GRAND FORKS, N. D.. March M..

With tho Nebraska platform as a pat«
tern, a commltteo appotnted lato to-
dav nt tho meeting of tho North Da-
kota Democratic Stato Convention
Commlttee worked lato to-nlght to
frame up a skeleton platform, and
resolutlon to be suggested to the
Commlttee on Resolutlous of tho Stato
Convention, whlch will begln Its ses¬
slon at 10 o'clock to-morrow foronoon.
That tho resolution will tiulorso XV. J.
Bryan ns the proper man to be nom¬
lnated by tho Denver National Coii¬
ventlon and Instruct the delegates to
the Denver Convontlon to voto for
Bryan ls iho foreeVi of State Chair-
man Cashol.
"Wo will do nothlng to offend thi.

admtrers of Governor Johnson," said
Mr. Cashel, "as niuny Bryan Peino*
crats iu North Dakota honor Oovernai
Johnson." Everythlng to-night polnts
to a harmonlous convention.

F0RM1NG "BRYAN CLUBS
One OrminUetl '»' lluudolpn-Mncori

Sliiilrulk, iiinl liiiilt'oi-il to 11"ve Oue,
Lfipeolal tO Thi-. Tlnies-DlJk.aU-li.

ASHLAND. VA.. March 21..A Bryan
Club wus formed. by iho students nf
Ufeuulolph-Miu-on Collego in a very
largely attended meeting hold ln tlm
b'ctence Hall to-nlght, There was great
juiLUualusui ihwwu and u biluf addrcst


